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2016 MASERATI Lease 


from 


G H | В LI 5 04 2 years of Pre-Paid Maintenance Included 


*Stock 4BN10414. 36 month 7,500 mi/yr lease. $0 down payment plus first month's payment due at 
signing. OAC. Residency restrictions apply. In-stock units only. Limited time offer. 
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Offers end 6/30/16 or while supplies last. (1) 2015 Mirage buy from $9,499. See dealer for additional discounts and incentives. (2) 2015 Outlander Sport buy from $15,499. See dealer for 
additional discounts and incentives. (3) Finance rates as low as zero percent on new vehicles. Example: 2015 Mitsubishi Mirage 096 APR for 84 months on approved credit in lieu of factory 
rebate. See dealer for details. (4) Value not to exceed $300. Based on 12k miles/year, average 25 MPG, and average gas price of $2.50/gallon. Must finance through Ally. Not valid on prior 
purchases. See dealer for details. 


10-year 
100,000-mile 


WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI 


LIFETIME 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


Every' new vehicle purchase includes the 
White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Powertrain Warranty! 


*Lifetime Powertrain Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. 
See dealer or visit whitebearautos.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. 


MITSUBISHI 


3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694, White Bear Lake, MN 


651.483.9106 WhiteBearMitsu.com 


Rest, Relax, Have fun 


3 pools (2 outdoor & 1 indoor) Indoor play area 
2 turfed play yards (1 for large Doggie Daycare and 
dogs and 1 for small dogs) Individual Care 


Cat boarding available in our Kitty Kingdom 


$20 off any service 
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Large comfortable suites 
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We've overcome too much to become one of the 
tens of thousands of LGBT lives lost to cigarettes each year. 


PARKSIDE 


М ТА 
825 8TH sh SUITE 1216, MINNEAPOLIS 


612-332-0559 
WWW.PARKSIDEDENTALPC.COM 


Cosmetic and Gene 


Dental Care for E ТІН: 


“Тһе UPS Store ~ Со!деп Valley 
Serving you with 


PRIDE! since 1992 


763.525.1590 
store1886@theUPSstore.com 


Wells Fargo is coming soon to 
your neighborhood. 


In Downtown East, you live in a prime location and soon 
there will be a Wells Fargo right around the corner to provide 
convenience, conversation, and options to help you reach 
your financial goals. 


We look forward to meeting you soon. 


Downtown East > 600 S. 4th St., Ste. 220 


wellsfargo.com Together we'll go far 


© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (2409201_17652) 
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OUR LAVENDER 


EDITORIAL 


SPIRIT OF 76 


A Coward Strikes Again 


The tragedy in Orlando, Fla. is a lesson in 
history and a painful one at that. This coward 
struck at our community attacking harmless, 
defenseless, innocuous, average Americans, 
members of a community who did no harm to 
him or his. The wonton taking of life because 
of his intolerance is such a barbaric act as to 
strike our community to its heart. To average, 
thinking people it is incomprehensible. To non- 
average, thinking people it was expected for a 
long time. 

Much has been said as to why this was "al- 
lowed to occur." Contrary to those running for 
president who wish to take political advantage in 
this time of tragedy, this is not an issue of access 
to guns, nor itis an issue about immigration. This 
cowardly attack is solely an issue of religion. 

When this country was founded, we were a 
group of 13 colonies all of whom had different 
religions. Our ability to form a single country 
was reached by a compromise on religion. In a historic event, we decided 
that there would not be a single religion for this country. We decided 
that the United States of America would have no state religion, unlike 
our European ancestors. Our founding fathers believed that we should 
attract the best and the brightest and those seeking freedom to worship 
as they wished. In fact, the First Amendment to the Constitution states: 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
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ORLANDO 
*Bloodied but Unbowed” 


prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 

In the United States of America, you have 
the right to worship as you wish, free from any 
interference from the state. This is sacrosanct 
in who we are and what we believe in. It is an 
idea essential to a modern democracy. However, 
as much as you are free to worship as you wish, 
you are not allowed to impose your religious 
views on others. This is the respect we show to 
all of our neighbors and fellow citizens. 

For example, as a Muslim cab driver hold- 
ing a public license, you do not have the right to 
refuse to take a person home from the airport 
because they are carrying a bottle of alcohol. 
That is the imposition of your religious views on 
someone else's life. You do not have that right 
in this country. You have the right to worship 
in the mosque of your choice. That is what the 
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution is all 
about: respect for others. 

This coward who thought that he had the right to impose his reli- 
gious views on the rest of us was frustrated because he did not think in 
terms of living his modern life in the 21st century. He was stuck in the 
12th century. However, he did not have the right to impose that on the 
rest of us. He did not have the right to kill us because we think differ- 
ently. He needed to tolerate others, and himself. He needed to get over 
it, and get a Ше; not take one. в 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 

Omar Mateen was disgusted at the sight of two gays kissing in Mi- 
ami. The devout went on to make our community his target of choice 
among the sea of Western infidels ISIS despises. BigGayNews regularly 
reports on ISIS mechanically throwing gays off rooftops, and stoning 
women. Let's make no mistake. The common thread between the latest 
shootings and the 9/11/01 events is religion, not assault weapons. Pray- 
ing to our own gods and indoctrinating our children can only fuel the 
clash between reason and religion. Let's seize this opportunity to let our 
legal system prevail over faiths. 

Pierre Tardif 


Dear Editor, 

As I listen to the reports of the horrific massacre in Orlando, I am 
acutely reminded of an experience with my transgender sister shortly аЕ 
ter she began living as her true self. My sister had been my older brother 
and I had invested many ofthe attributes a younger brother gives to their 
older sibling: stronger, bigger, braver than me (all of those continue to 
be true after her transition), so I was taken aback as I walked her to her 
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car following dinner at local restaurant. As we began to turn the corner 
from a well lit street to one more dimly illuminated, she stopped and 
looked back over her shoulder. I asked her what she was doing and she 
told me she was making sure there wasn't anyone around so that she 
knew she wasn't being followed (and was safe). I asked her why (she had 
never done that before) and she reminded me she was now female and 
as such, she was far more vulnerable than her younger (male) brother, 
who didn't give a second thought in walking down the street. My sister 
has a double whammy: she's transgender and she's female. She invokes 
fear in those already predisposed to thinking of others as "less than" 
because of gender or orientation. And, despite all the rhetoric of Islamic 
radicalism let us not forget this shooting was prompted because of ho- 
mophobia and fear. His actions have once again stripped away our feel- 
ings of safety and reminded us there continue to be people out there who 
hate and take drastic action to fulfill their hate. 


Mark Krug 
Owatonna, MN 
In full disclosure, Ellen Krug is my sister (and I am so proud of her). 


“I bet | can" usually wins 
that bet. 


There are those who wish and those who 
do. At U.S. Bank, we offer competitive 
products and services that will help you 
do. Because when you feel confident 

in your plans and secure that you don’t 
have to do it alone, the impossible 
suddenly becomes, well, possible. 


PERSONAL | BUSINESS | WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


«0| WORLD'S MOST ™ Find your possible at a U.S. Bank branch, 
SETHICAL саи 800.825.BANK (2265), the POWER of POSSIBLE. an | 


MWNWETHISPHEIRECUM or visit usbank.com/possible. 


Investment products are: 


NOT FDIC INSURED|MAY LOSE VALUE| NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK| NOT A DEPOSIT|NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY 


«www, Credit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association and subject to normal credit approval. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2016 US. Bank. 
LENDER "World's Most Ethical Companies" and "Ethisphere" names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. 


SOME JUST LOVE... 
DARE TO LOVE ALWAYS 


LOVE ALWAYS BRACELETS 
BY PHILLIPS HOUSE 
jb hudson 
PHILLIPS A House ТТТ 


901 NICOLLET - DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS, 
EST 1885 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


in the Long Run II 


I recently wrote about Roberta “Bobbi” Gibb who sneaked into the 
1966 Boston Marathon after being told that women were not physiologi- 
cally capable of running the 26.2-mile course (issue 547). She ran it in 
3:21:40, garnering cheers of support and a handshake from Massachu- 
setts Governor John Volpe. 

The Boston Marathon should then have been open to all comers, 
but the following year, 1967, when Kathrine Switzer entered legally, 
signing her application simply “K.A. Switzer,” she was grabbed en 
route by race manager Jock Semple, yelling, “Get the hell out of my 
race!” (Google the iconic photos.) Switzer managed to finish the race, 
but still, it was 1971 before the AAU (Amateur Athletic Union) officially 
allowed women runners. 

It’s both saddening and significant to see how discrimination can 
keep its stranglehold in the face of all reason and empiric evidence. Per- 
haps one may discern the seeds of such thinking in the comments of 
two men running against Gibb in 1966. Charles Stalzer, then a 38-уеаг- 
old Navy captain, later recounted that after being passed by Gibb he 
thought, “No way a girl is going to beat me.” Another called her passing 


him “a bit of a blow to my male ego.” 

Current news is saturated with the case of the Stanford swimmer 
given a tap-on-the-wrist sentence for raping a young woman, his father 
is angered his son has to pay anything for “20 minutes of action.” An 
appalling assessment of rape, and not one I mean to make analogous to 
the male runners’ comments, but there does seem to be some inherent 
awfulness, 50 years on, іп boys/men seeing any woman doing well in 
any field to which they feel solely entitled. 

There is a rape mentality today in secondary independent schools, 
colleges, and universities in which the ex-Stanford student is but one 
egregious example. Male anger against women is not a thing of the 
past. Women, once barred from higher education and top jobs, now 
excel in them. 

Add in the likes of Colorado's anti-gay pastor Kevin Swanson who 
broadcasts that voting for a woman will make your daughters lesbians, 
and it becomes clear that enlightenment is far from universal, for wom- 
en as well as for blacks. Just look at where the intransigent racism has 
landed the political landscape today. ш 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * ма i 
(612) 822-0865 Е 
www.jerryaburg.con 
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WISHING YOU А HAPPY PRIDE 
FROM EVERYONE AT DRG! 


DRGMPLS.COM | 612.244.6613 | 


JOE@M@DRGMPLS.COM 
DOWNTOWN RESOURCE 
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LGBTQ+ CATHOLIC 
YOUTH SUMMIT 


MAY 7, 2016 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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For Health. For Vision. For Life. 
A Doctor you can trust for ALL your eye care needs: eye emergencies, chronic 
eye diseases, comprehensive examinations, and contact lens fittings. 

A commitment to serve the GLBT community with the highest standard of care. 
Patient-centered, nutrition-focused, educational approach to eye health. 

The Twin Cities' most unique, fashionable, and trendy glasses. 


100% GLBT-owned eye clinic giving back to the community. 
Ask about our GLBT discount! 


David Bane 612.825.9 қ 
Tues-Fri 4:30pm-! I pm 

бас. | Іат-1 |I pm/Sun. | Іат-10рт 
www.itsgreektomemn.com 


NEWS 


а & г > 2 = жщ EHINGER SCHWARZ 1876 «СОМ 
| E ТІНЕН Follow us 


@biggaynews 
651.330.0545 


1041 GRAND AVE, ST. PAUL зб 


www.es1876stpaul.com 


BRING IN THIS AD FOR $50 OFF OF YOUR PURCHASE OF $250 OR MORE 
Interchangeable fine jewelry in gold, silver, stainless steel, gemstones and pearls lets you be 
your own designer. Кот a ring to a necklace to a bracelet, combined with centerpieces and 

discs, the possibilities are endless. 
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Celebrate Pride with us! 


Catch us in th in the parade and visit 
our booth in L in Loring Park BP 


for fun surprises, June 25 - 26! 


rent 


THE CURRENT. ORG 


MANUFACTURERS 
LIQUIDATION SALE, 


NOTHING 
OVER $2999 


fs RETAIL VALUES $8000, ko 


Awarded to 1*'-4'^ Place 


Miss Oy е Evening Gown/ Q&A 
of 6 Ohe Likes ¢Creative Swim Wear 
WU» eTalent 


MAPLEWOOD MALL 


ІНШІ 651-713-3464 "d 
BURNSVILLE CENTER | 


NO INTEREST!" 
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MINNESOTA AIDS 
PROJECT "THE ART 
OF CHANGE" 


MAY 15, 2016 
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QUEERS ОМ WHEELS BY 
AVENUE'S GLBT HOST 
HOME PROGRAM 


MAY 19, 2016 -4-. 
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Photo by Sophia Hantzes f 


ophia Hantzes 


16 | LAVENDER | JUNE 23JULY 6, 2016 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Мар” 


When you can't find it, FOC it! 


LAVENDER 


JUKEBOX - VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM • SAT-SUN. 1 PM-2 АМ 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
Singles Pool E ET 
TOURNAMENT — = 


Sunday, July 17 г 4 РМ 


EN 
x 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952 


THE BEST DAIVIN HAPPY BLOODY MARY BRUNCH BLOODY MARY BRUNCH 
HOUR IN TOWN 10AM-2PM 10AM-2PM 


ALL YOU CAN SWALLOW 
BEER BUST 4PM-8PM 


STARTING AT арм 
AMERICAN 
PERFORMERS 


& 


515 WASHINGTON АМЕ. 5 MINNEAPOLIS, MIN 


f /EAGLEBOLTBAR м @EAGLEBOLTBAR (9 @EAGLEBOLTBAR 
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THE ULTIMATE B 
LEAGUE EXPERIENCE . 


PURCHASE TICKETS AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/OUTINTHESTANDS 


TICKET SALES BENEFIT TWIN CITIES БОООТ!МЕ SOFTBALL LEAGUE, TWIN CITIES 
QUORUM, MINNEAPOLIS MOVIE BEARS, MINNEAPOLIS MAYHEM RUGBY. 


Choose between two sections. 


BUDWEISER ROOF DECK $49 per person 


The Budweiser Roof Deck is the ultimate Minnesota Twins outdoor 
experience! It accommodates 250 people, and offers cash bar, 
concessions and a large fire pit. 


SKYLINE VIEW - SECTION 32? е $26 per person 
: Mi Twins Skyline Vi id lar view of th 
TROR ELS ОЗ ВИ TIE MUI DEN bine patsditat cram 


MINNESOTA TWINS vs. CLEVELAND INDIANS concessions and escalators. 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Black Label Movement & Contempo Physical Dance Collaboration. Photo by Bill Cameron 


BLACK LABEL MOVEMENT & CONTEMPO 
PHYSICAL DANCE COLLABORATION 
Through June 25 

Cowles Center, 528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


The Cowles Center for the Performing Arts has become the 
teens equivalent for dance what the Guthrie and Children’s Theatre 
were for theater in the ’60s. It has brought into striking focus how 
vast, layered, and multifaceted the Twin Cities dance scene is. 

Two exceptional and very different dance companies with 
notable head choreographer/artistic directors are shaping the 
first Cowles collaborative dance project: the rigorously athletic 
Black Label Movement directed by Carl Flink and the Afro-Bra- 
zilian-based dance fusion of Contempo Physical Dance directed 
by Marciano Silva dos Santos. New collaborations between the 
two, as well as a presentation of one of each group’s repertoire 
favorites, can be seen in the Cowles space. 


In A Midsummer Night's Dream we 
get to see all of these approaches 

to love played out in the visceral 
setting of nature. АП the characters 
want something: Demetrius (Justin 
Hooper) wants Hermia (Marika 
Proctor), Helena (Hannah Steblay) 
wants Demetrius, Bottom (Art 
Moss) wants all the parts, and Puck 
(Timothy Daly) wants to mess it 

all up. The play is driven by the 
extremes of what people want. 
Everyone is driven to something in 
the play but there's a wall in front of 
it. However, it is a comedy, and by 
the end we get to see the energetic, 
fun, and comedic way those walls 
get torn down!” 


A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

Through July 17 

Various Locations: Lake of the Isles, St. Louis Park, Edina, 
Richfield, St. Paul 

www.classicalactorsensemble.org 


It is not only William Shakespeare’s most popular come- 
dy, but A Midsummer Night’s Dream is the most popular comedy 
ever, period. What could be better than seeing it outside during 
midsummer? The Classical Actors Ensemble has shaped into a 
first-rate interpreter of the Shakespeare canon and they always 
get the nuance and feelings beneath the surface. 

Director Michael Kelley shares, “Love comes in many forms: 
adolescent, passionate, mature, and all the emotions in the middle. 


CALENDAR GIRLS 
Through July 24 

Park Square Theatre 

20 W 7th Place, St. Paul 
651-291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Nudity has been regarded 
as judgmentally synonymous 
with sex by tens, if not hun- 
dreds, of millions of people. And 
those same millions see both as 
something to be ashamed of. That 
means if you rightly point out 


that we shouldn’t be ashamed of 
our bodies, you can be sure that 
someone will insist that you are 
pushing sex. You can even be 
stigmatized just for saying it. 

Of course, there were ancients 
who thought the body reflected 
the divine. Indeed, many still hold 
this view, though they come up 
against scorn and mockery. Re- 
call when $8,000 was spent in 
2002 to cover the Department of 
Justice’s nude statues. 

In Calendar Girls, Tim Firth’s 
play based on the 2003 film, a 
group of women grapple with nu- 
dity issues when they rally behind 
a friend who has suffered a loss. 
They are confronted with both so- 
cietal and self-induced judgments 
when they agree to pose nude for 
а calendar in order to benefit a 
charity. Using clever positioning 
with flower arrangements, knit- 
ting projects, and cakes they are 
able to avoid full frontal. 

A stellar cast thrashes out 
differences between the women. 
Laurel Armstrong's Cora doesn't 
suffer the inhibitions as does the 
group's uptight leader played 
by Julia Cook. Karen Weber is a 
society lady, in contrast to Anna 
Hickey as Elaine, a flirtatious 
young hairstylist. 

Director Mary Finnerty says 
Calendar Girls "celebrates how 
deliciously human we are while 
also revealing how incredibly gen- 
erous we can be when one of our 
own is in need of hope. The movie 
is fun, but the play is so much bet- 
ter. Itis a charming, hilarious and 
moving portrait of the depth of 
female friendship. The characters 
are more fully drawn and each 
woman conquers some fear or 
challenge to be photographed 
in the nude and to weather the 
fallout which follows." 


LE SWITCH 

Through July 31 

Jungle Theater 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S 
Minneapolis 
612-822-7063 
www.jungletheater.org 


Chicago playwright Philip 
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Dellwood Country Club Welcomes All 
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Member Relations Director at (651) 289-2388. 
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share celebrations, help others, promote justice, 
nurture families, and spread love. 


Expires July 30, 2016. Edina Lutheran Church • eclc.org 


Ог шай tandardheating.com. 


••• Embracing the LGBTQ Community since 1985. *** 


4113 W. 54th St., Edina, MN 55424 • 952.926.3808 
2 Blocks West of France Ave. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Dawkins has become an American playwright of consequence. 
His comedy, Charm, recently produced by Mixed Blood Theatre, 
penetrates the contradictions and challenges of being older 

and transgender, as well as volatile dynamics among queer 
youth. Dawkins’ other recent comedy, Le Switch, now runs at the 
Jungle Theater. 

In Le Switch, he examines generational differences between 
gay men in this brave new era of marriage equality. Put in con- 
text with Charm and another Dawkins work, The Homosexuals, 
it gives further evidence of the playwright’s multi-dimensional 
queer overview. 

Jeremy Cohen has directed Le Switch for Jungle Theater. He 
shares that “by setting the play in both 2012 and 2014 — in acts 
one and two respectively — Philip has truly landed these charac- 
ters right in the middle of marriage equality starting to pass, state 
by state, around the country. One of the extraordinary lenses that 
Philip gives to the audience is three different generations of gay 
men who have lived through some deeply historical moments in 
gay history. The oldest is in his 50s, which means that, there in 
NYC, he watched as all of his friends died around him in the ’80s; 
and he himself was in a 25-year relationship that ended when his 
partner dies of cancer six months before the play begins.” 

Cohen continues, “On the opposite end of the spectrum, the 
youngest character is 23 and talks about ‘never having had to 
come out’ and he lives through a more expansive queer identity 
that doesn’t exclude the idea of marriage solely as an antiquated, 
obsolete institution. Smack in the middle are two men very much 


Le Switch. Photo courtesy of the Jungle Theater 
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Calendar Girls. Photo by Petronella J. Ytsma 


straddling these two narratives: one 
who, on the night marriage equal- 
ity passed in New York, decides 

to marry his boyfriend of barely 

a year, and the other who spends 
the play quite torn, and wrestling 
with the many of the mythologies 
that he created based on where 
and how he grew up, and that have 
calcified over the years." 

In summation, Cohen states, 
"As with many great artists: Philip 
puts the myriad equations on the 
table, and with quite a deft pen, 
paints with great detail the chal- 
lenges that await anyone who has 
ever, or is currently, contemplat- 
ing these ideas." 


OFFSTAGE VOICES: 
LIFE IN TWIN CITIES 
THEATER 


PegGuilfoyle.com or shop. 
mnhs.org 


Тһе Twin Cities looms as one 
of the continent's major theatri- 
cal metropolitan areas. Since 
the inception of the Guthrie and 
Children's Theatres in the 1960s, 
new commercial, experimental, 
and in-between theaters have 
continually added to the mix. Not 
to mention some that predated 
the 1960s. 


Peg Guilfoyle has brilliantly 
observed the Twin Cities scene 
over decades. A stage and 
production manager for iconic 
and controversial Guthrie artistic 
directors Liviu Ciulei and Garland 
Wright, she understands the infra- 
structures and processes unique 
to the various crafts involved in 
theatrical art. 

Her remarkable book, Offstage 
Voices: Life in Twin Cities Theater 
(Minnesota Historical Society 
Press), is a must for anyone 
involved in show business or 
not. This sparkling and engag- 
ingly readable overview tells you 
who the scene's major players 
are; rehearsal process details to 
interest both professionals and 
laypersons; why we are a destina- 
tion for those wanting to make 
a living in theater; and insights 
about numerous smaller theaters, 
including thoughts of some of 
their core artists. 

One often hears people say 
offhandedly, ^What a great 
theater town!" And that's terrific. 
But Guilfoyle gives us a scrupu- 
lous and exciting examination of 
just what that actually means and 
involves. B 
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Melk Abbey, Austria. Photos by Carla Waldemar 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


DRIFTING DOWN THE 


Danube 


I can’t resist a fire sale. Lurking amid the daily deluge of emails was 
one that stopped my heart: a Viking River Cruise shaving the usual ridic- 
ulous single supplement and paring airfare to — not a misprint — a mere 
$100. Can’t stay home for that price. So I wrote a check for a week-long 
Danube cruise on a 180-passenger ship including all (restaurant-quality) 
meals and freely pouring wine, as well as free walking tours of stops 
along the famous river. The clincher was a chance to linger in Budapest 
at the end of the tour. 

But first, sweet little Passau, in Churmany (as our guides called their 
native land): straight out of a medieval atlas, complete with 15th-century 
castle-fort overlooking the imperial town hall, and, behind it, the impossi- 
bly Baroque St. Stephen’s Cathedral, crawling with curlicues, lashings of 


gold leaf, and an outsized organ. By contrast, tiny Kloster Niedernburg 
of 1150, white and chaste, sheltered sculptures of earnest Gothic saints. 

Fast forward to another Passau monastery that today is home to the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, exploding with Expressionist surprises. 
From there, follow the cobblestones to НеШз Alley, the modern-day 
home of indie crafts and artists’ galleries. 

Gliding again along the Danube (sorry: green, not blue), it’s quiet 
enough to hear birdsong from passing forests as we dine on Napoleon of 
crab and tuna tartare, grilled perch (or sirloin), and passion fruit mousse 
on our way to Austria. Linz, its third-largest (yet cozy-small) city, was first 
settled by traveling Romans. Towering over its main square is a volup- 
tuous, gold-crowned column, erected in 1763 as thanks for averting the 
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(From left) Fishermen's Bastion overlooking the Danube, Budapest. St. Stephen's Cathedral, Vienna. Baroque churchtower overlooking the Danube in tiny Durnstein, Austria. 


plague. But it failed to stop the plague fomented by its homeboy, Adolph 
Hitler, who returned to stand on the very balcony I’m photographing to 
announce his annexation of Austria. 

Find respite in the cathedral where composer Anton Bruckner 
played the organ, or the Rococo charmer where Mozart worshiped while 
writing his Linz Symphony. Hearing music wafting from the Ursuline 
church, I pause for a free concert of the Linz Chamber Orchestra and a 
very loud soprano, then head to Lentos, the city’s provocative Museum 
of Contemporary Art, where Warhol and Oldenburg vie with spicy Aus- 
trian Secessionists Klimt and Schiele. Then dinnertime and a feast of 
smoked salmon draped in caviar, Chateaubriand or mahi, and Valrhona 
chocolate tart as we set sail for Melk. 

And there it is, looming on a clifftop: the famed Melk Abbey, a twin- 
towered Baroque confection showcasing precious art, a renowned li- 
brary and fancy chapel (it’s the sister abbey of our own St. John’s). But 
it’s nature I’m worshiping as we slip along the Wachau Valley amid vine- 
yards and silhouettes of castles till we anchor at tiny, camera-ready Diirn- 
stein, where the foolish or intrepid can undertake a 30-minute climb to 
the castle where Richard the Lion Hearted was held prisoner. 

My knees complained the next day as we trade bucolic scenery for 
the scintillation of Vienna. We have a full day to conquer the regal city, 
with free walking or bus tour before striking out solo to traipse amid 
the monumental monuments to their own glory erected by the Haps- 
burgs. And the Opera House. And St. Stephen’s iconic cathedral. The 
Jewish Quarter. The shopping streets, anchored by rival pastry palaces 
Demel and Sacher, dueling it out over the city’s famous torte. Then the 
Naschmarkt’s teeming lanes of food stalls, and nearby Secessionist 
Museum, with its Art Nouveau Beethoven frieze. More Secessionists, 
at their naughtiest, in the MUMOK and Leopold Museums of the Mu- 
seumsquartier, with its vast forecourt of cement loungers claimed by 
sunning locals. 

Running on empty, I head to the venerable coffeehouse/café Grien- 
steidl — think burgundy drapes and velvet banquettes serviced by ag- 
ing waiters in formal black and white, who greet me with “Griiss Gott,” 
then deliver my paprika chicken with spaetzle before a parting “Auf 
wiedersehen.” 

Our first glimpse of Bratislava, the riverside capitol of Slovakia, is 
its looming hilltop castle. It oversees a town of modest charms popu- 
lated by plucky folks who are still emerging from the punishing times 
of Nazi, then Soviet, rule. The 14th-century St. Martin’s Cathedral has 
outlived all that. It’s topped not with the usual cross, rather the Hungar- 
ian crown, for under that empire, kings were crowned here for 250 years. 


Beethoven’s “Missa Solemnis” was first performed within, where Liszt 
and Mozart also played. Today a Holocaust memorial rises in its shadow, 
aside a wall of vibrant graffiti. 

Best for last: After passing through our final set of locks (cheering 
shoreside soccer players as we waited), we approached Budapest at its 
most breathtaking: ten at night, when thousands of lights dance a wel- 
come from its iconic castle on the Danube’s Buda side to its famous Par- 
liament marshalling Pest’s shore, linked with blazing bridges. How can 
you fail to fall head over heels for a city as pretty as this? 

By morning we made fast work of the usual bounteous breakfast (eggs 
Benedict, anyone?) and hit the sites, starting with a funicular ride up 
Buda’s hill to traipse aside that mighty castle, on to St. Matthias Church 
and aside it, the Fishermen’s Bastion overlook, like a mirage from Dis- 
neyland. Then back across the river by tram to ramble along Andrassy, 
the Champs-Elysees of Budapest, past the elegant Opera House, the Par- 
is Department Store (nowadays a grand bookstore-cum-gorgeous café), 
up to Heroes Square, lined with larger than-life statues. 

From there, a tram ride to the Central Market (same designer as 
the Eiffel Tower), crammed with edibles and crafts, then back to Parlia- 
ment and, close by, St. Stephen’s Cathedral, rivaling his holy home in 
Vienna. Inside, votive candles lead to the saint himself — well, at least 
his right hand — preserved in a side chapel. 

Then, free time! I lost my way in the maze of the Jewish Quarter, 
where, despite the murder of half its citizens, three grand synagogues 
remain. As does tiny Spinoza, hangout of the artsy set. But I was there 
for the food: a lunch of goulash soup, roast goose with red cabbage and 
potato cake, then apple strudel. And beer. 

Sated, I explored Budapest’s myriad museums: The National, detail- 
ing the story of its saints and kings, backed by glittering crowns and 
crucifixes. Next, the Museum of Applied Arts, a glorious Art Nouveau 
wonder, inside and out. Then the Ludwig Museum of Contemporary 
Art, showcasing works of potent political pushback to authority (one 
work: “Communism Never Happened”). Finally, the epic House of Ter- 
ror, located in the former HQ of the Nazi, then Soviet, Secret Police, with 
its basement cells and accounts by survivors sent to the gulags. 

Which calls for a coffee. Or two. I sought a cappuccino in Callas, an 
Art Nouveau beauty aside the Opera House, then Café Central, a throw- 
back to the good old days of past centuries. After which, I promptly got 
lost. Friendly locals were quick to whip out maps on cell phones, walk 
me to the Metro station, whatever it took to assure I loved their city. 

It worked. I can’t wait to return. For info, visit www.vikingrivercruis- 
es.com. ш 
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One-room schoolhouse attended by Grant Wood. Photo by Carla Waldemar 


TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


4 


GRANT WOOD'S IOWA 


TAKE IT FOR GRANT-ED 


The farmer with the pitchfork, the lady in the apron, the arched win- 
dow of the farmhouse where they stand: just about the most widely-rec- 
ognized painting in the whole wide world. (It’s actually number two, beat 
out by “Mona Lisa.”) “American Gothic” — revered, emulated, parodied 
— was painted by Iowan Grant Wood in his Cedar Rapids studio in 1930. 
It won third place in the Art Institute of Chicago’s exhibition, and there 
it resides today. 

But everything else about Grant Wood belongs to Cedar Rapids, 
where his 125th birth anniversary is hailed this year. One of the most 
irreverent salutes (he’d love it) is “Overalls All Over”: 25 pairs of the 
iconic couple placed around town (maps available), each painted with 
a different twist: “The American Hipsters” with their lattes; “Andy 
& Edie”, a Warhol lookalike; and General Mills-sponsored “Gothic 
Spoonful”. A commissioned American Gothic Symphony will be per- 


formed in September. 

But other Wood-work is on view around town year-in, year-out. Start 
with the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art, which boasts the world’s largest 
collection of the artist’s work: 300 pieces, which salute his skills as a car- 
penter and metalworker, too (Oh, that corncob chandelier!). Trace his 
stylistic evolution from Impressionism following an early trip to Paris to 
the tightened and simplified style of his maturity, emulating the meticu- 
lously rendered portraits of artists like Durer, Memling and the Dutch. 

Oh, look! There’s the “Woman with Plants” (his mom in 1929). And 
Wood’s landscapes like “Young Corn” of 1931 with those rolling hills, re- 
peating rows and lollipop trees. Also the works of his BFF, fellow painter 
Marvin Cone. (It was Marvin who used to come by the Carnegie Library 
where the teenage Grant would sleep to guard its artworks. Marvin 
would toss pebbles at the window and yell, “Wake up, Grant! We've got 
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Photos by Carla Waldemar 


(From left) Farmhouse painted a la "America Gothic". "America Gothic" statues, to be placed around town in Cedar Rapids to celebrate Grant Woods' Birthday Anniversary. 


to go to school!”) 

A short hike — call it a pilgrim's procession — takes you inside the 
tickings of Grant Wood's mind: his tiny-as-a-playhouse studio, where he 
lived with Mom and sister Nan, both of whom he painted here. His front 
door, fashioned from a coffin lid, supports a clock face dial that indicates 
his whereabouts: taking a bath, throwing a party, etc. 

It's the carriage house of a patron who previously owned the sweep- 
ing Brucemoor estate with its Queen Anne mansion. At 35, just retired 
from teaching to pursue art, Wood was hired to decorate a sleeping 
porch for the family's daughter: a bower of plaster rosebushes and for- 
est creatures for which, in 1924, he was paid $182 (currently worth $3.5 
million). Don't miss the basement's man cave, fashioned in exuberantly 
tacky Tahitian style, complete with waterfall. 

Coe College's library sports a mini-museum of works by Marvin 
Cone, who established its art department in 1934, and contains Wood's 
portrait of his buddy as well as seven immense mural figures, originally 
painted to decorate a coffee shop. (Yes, that's Mrs. Cone posing as a 
farmwife.) PS. The library also houses works by the likes of Picasso 
and Matisse. 

At the Iowa Masonic Library and Museum, blaze a trail through 
its collections donated by eccentric hobbyists to gaze at Wood's "First 
Three Degrees of Free Masonry” of 1921. Or not. But do not miss the 
Veterans Memorial building, where Wood lobbied to create an immense 
stained glass window depicting six soldiers, one for each war, including 
the shirtless figure representing 1812, rumored to be Wood's boyfriend. 
Тһе artist had never worked in glass before, but sped off to Munich for 
a crash course in its design, which irked Cedar Rapids' citizens no end, 
like sleeping with the enemy so close after the finale of World War I. 

Back downtown, explore the gorgeous former movie palace of 1928, 
now serving Theatre Cedar Rapids, where Wood was a founding mem- 
ber. Nearby, the Paramount, an ultra-ornate Gothic Moorish movie 
house also of 1928, now hosts concerts. 

Okay, you wonder: Is there anything else to wow visitors in Cedar Rap- 
ids? You bet, starting with Czech Village, hosting the National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library, with its actual immigrant house of the 1880s, 


complete with accordion, gas lamps, and enameled dishpan. Continue to the 
museums freedom exhibit, where life-size figures of the 19th and 20th cen- 
turies “speak” of what brought them here (serfdom to the Communist dic- 
tatorship). Here, the story of the Czech and Slovak people is told from the 
ninth to 20th century, climaxing in a vivid flurry of embroidered costumes 
and collection of stylish blown glass, a favorite Czech art form. 

Тһе surrounding village is a treasury of bakeries (think: kolaches), 
antique shops and the Lion Bridge Brewing Company (tour, sip, and 
eat). Then cross the iconic Lion Bridge to NewBo, aka New Bohemia, 
and its meeting place, the NewBo covered market, built amid the rehab 
of the city's disastrous 2008 flood and today hosting weekly gatherings 
like yoga classes and bike crawls. Across the street, a bookstore rests 
under a performance space and, beside it, Brewhemia, an artist-forward 
coffeehouse (breakfast bonanzas like caramelized walnut, pear and brie 
quiche or cinnamon rolls far too big to be legal). It looks out upon Ray- 
gun, an outfit sporting its snarky designs for mugs, towels, onesies and 
T-shirts with bold slogans like “Cedar Rapids: More Than Just Sex Ар- 
peal” and “Listened to NPR Before It Was Cool." 

Yeah, yeah, but is there anything to eat? Gotcha covered there, too. 
Start munching at The Class Act in the design-y Kirkwood Hotel, star- 
ring a sublime starter of grilled asparagus with saffron hollandaise and 
another of scallops paired with bulgar salad and tomato, preceding ba- 
con-wrapped rabbit, duck breast with parsnip puree and pickled cher- 
ries, or deconstructed pot pie favoring thigh of guinea hen, rainbow car- 
rots, pea puree, and potato. 

At Zin's, feast on a mix of small plates segueing form chile verde pork 
carnitas to quinoa chickpea salad, from prime rib sandwich to Thai chick- 
en. Look for the line high on the wall that denotes the level of the infamous 
flood. Head to nearby White Star Ale House for brews galore, abetted by 
entrées like the kind of pork (shank, chop) that put Iowa on the map. And 
don't miss a breakfast at the ultimate diner, Riley's Café, famed for eggs- 
plus-meat-plus-biscuits-plus-more, with waitresses that call you “Ваһу” and 
keep the coffee coming. Obama ate here in 2012 and signed the wall to 
prove it. Did he make it to the gay bar, Club Basix? Don't ask, don't tell. 
For your own chance, visit www.gocedarrapids.com. ш 
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TENTS WILL BE IN PLACE IN CASE OF RAIN. 


ШАМ VODKA 
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HRC Twin Cities 
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HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, С) m at rix ровға ale 
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North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 
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Let's face it: Pride week- 
end comes and goes in the 
blink of an eye, and if you 
don't plan accordingly, you 
might just end up missing 
an event that you really 
wanted to go to. Use this 
listing of Pride weekend 
events to plan your week- 
end. You might just discov- 
er something new to do! 


THURSDAY, JUNE 23 


LAVENDER'S PRIDE 
THURSDAY 

Orchestra Hall, 1111 Nicollet 
Ave., Minneapolis 

June 23, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Free 

www.lavendermagazine.com 

Twin Cities Pride weekend kicks off 
with the Twin Cities' biggest happy 
hour event, followed by a perfor- 
mance by Kathy Griffin. Pre-show 
happy hour admission is free for 
Lavender's Pride Thursday attend- 
ees, but tickets for Kathy Griffin 
must be purchased through www. 
tcpride.org. Enjoy complimentary 
hors d'oeuvres, drink specials, and a 
chance to win great prizes. 


TRANSFABULOUS: 
CREATING COMICS 
(EVENT 1 OF 6) 

Minneapolis Central Library, 300 
Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 

June 23, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Registration Required 

Adults 

www.hclib.org 
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Majestic Oak, Maple & Pine trees adorn this beautifully landscaped 1.2-acre lot in South St 
Pridefetti - Weddingfetti - Businessfetti Paul. The custom built 1.5 story stucco home with 3 bedrooms 3 baths has undergone 
Or any other milestone you’re extensive remodeling and updating. Great room features vaulted ceiling, tile floors, a free- 
celebrating. Ко standing gas fireplace & sliding door to large 2-tier deck with retractable awning; kitchen 
What’s Yourfetti? features maple floors & cabinets, Silestone countertop & stainless steel appliances; recently 
piene remodeled basement features recessed lighting, tile floors & new % bath. The list of 
improvements goes on and on. It's a "MUST SEE" to truly appreciate all it has to offer! Listed 


for $360,000. MLS 84696971. View video оп www.SandyGreenRealty.com! Call or text Ann 
Leviton (the Real Estate Fairy) now with Sandy Green Realty at 612-270-5722 for a showing. 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


| WE STAND WITH 


ORLANDO 


It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these 
spots? Фу J 


Lavender Maganne 

Find out where 
outdoor dining loco" 
seen. y 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 


hi | House Lift 


@lavmag е liftinc. REMODELER 
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Explorewith-arist Anna 
Вопотоуатий how comics аге 
created, from character design to 
storytelling to publication. Use 
your personal story and voice to 
create many short comics and pro- 
duce a final mini-comic. Funded 
by Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund. 


KATHY GRIFFIN 

Orchestra Hall, 1111 Nicollet 
Ave., Minneapolis 

June 23, 8:00 p.m. 

$45-99 

www.minnesotaorchestra Org 
Kicking off the official four-day 
Twin Cities Pride weekend is 
Kathy Griffin, one of America's 
foremost comedians. Two-time 
Emmy and Grammy award- 
winning comedian Kathy Griffin is 
a towering figure on television, on 
tour and in publishing. She breaks 
through the entertainment clutter 
with her universally recognized 
brand of pull-no-punches comedy. 
Currently, Kathy Griffin can be 
seen as host of the E! hit fashion 
commentary show, Fashion Police. 
Last year, Kathy made history 
with her 6th consecutive Grammy 
nomination and first win for Best 
Comedy Album (Kathy Griffin: 
Calm Down Gurrl), joining Whoopi 
Goldberg and Lily Tomlin as the 
only other female comedians to 
ever win Grammy awards for Best 
Comedy Album. 


COLOMBIAN PASSION 
FASHION PARTY 

Muse Event Center, 107 3rd Ave. 
N, Minneapolis 

June 23, 8:00 р.т.-1:00 a.m. 
$35-$65 

www.utkufashion.com 

Utku Productions presents an ex- 
quisite event which will promote 
Latin-American talent through its 
main cultural expression: fash- 
ion. The Latin American designers 
are currently up-to-trend, and 
aggressively competing оп ап 
international scale with innova- 
tive designs, combining cultural 
ancestral techniques with today’s 
modern fashion. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 
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FRIDAY 
JUNE 24 


5:30-9:30PM 
LORING PARK, MPLS 
ENJOY CRAFT 
BEER FROM 50+ 
MN BREWERIES, 
LIVE MUSIC, 
FOOD TRUCKS, 
AND MORE 


540 ADV / 550 DAY ОЕ. 


Бет 


ора) TICKETS AT 


. BEERDABBLER.COM 


I RIDE TO 


Lots of people are saying "That's my T" – 
because Metro Transit buses and trains fit their 
lifestyle. There are as many reasons to ride as 
there are routes. 


Get more customer stories at metrotransit.org/MyT 
and find out how Metro Transit can fit into your life. 


#ThatsWhyIRide 612-373-3333 metrotransit.org/MyT 
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EVERYONE 


WELCOME 


| арен II 5. ; = =: 
www.blueplateco.com 


| = 


MPLS X MINN 


, BLUESTEM 


ESAE — 


CRAFT 
COCKTAILS 
B cmi 

20 LOCAL 
BEERS ON TAP 
0. _ 
— Jb FULL-SERVICE 
е” ALL DAY 


EID ЕПТІ 


Since 1485! 


FRESH. OR 


TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 


$3 Martinis 
During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 
Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 551021 651.222.3100 


25% off POM or Dinner! 


to receive your 


Juelst-0 2016 


Not valid with other offers 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED в (езу 35-5000 - ма | MELTINGPOT. page 
9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 


Vy ENS LOCATION ONLY. SEE STORE FOR Бе OR RESTRICTIONS. 
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PRIDE AT LUSH 
Lush, 990 Central Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis 

June 23-25 

www.lushmpls.com 

Enjoy college pride night on 
'Thursday and a boylesque show 
featuring a special appearance 

by Mr. Gay USofA titleholder, Tay- 
lor Ashton, as well as the weekly 
Drag Evolution talent contest. 
Come back Friday for “Pride’s 
most generous happy hour” and 
Black Hearts Burlesque. Saturday 
morning Lush hosts Pride brunch 
featuring Lush’s famous bottom- 
less mimosas. The rest of the 

day finishes out with drag queen 
bingo, a Pride edition of Snatch 
Game, and a Pride block party 
featuring Alaska Thunderfuck of 
RuPaul's Drag Race. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 24 


STORIES TOGETHER: 
PRIDE 

East Lake Library, 2727 E Lake 
St., Minneapolis 

June 24, 10:15 a.m., 10:45 a.m. 
Registration not required 

All are welcome 

www.hclib.org 

Celebrate family and self-expres- 
sion during Pride month through 
books, stories, rhymes, music, and 
movement. This project is funded 
with money from Minnesota’s 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 


FRIDAY NIGHT PRIDE 
PANEL: INTERSECTIONS 
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, 
519 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis 
June 24, 7:00 p.m. 

Free 

All are welcome 

www. ourcathedral.org 

The Intersections panel will 
feature members of the Twin 
Cities community who participate 
in or serve LGBTQ communities, 
communities of color, and/or a 
variety of faith convictions and 
experiences. As stated, “We seek 


SS 
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attendee onversa- 
tions, recognizing the complexity 
of thought and creating space for 
opening hearts and minds. Saint 
Mark's and the Pride Committee 
recognize the tension and trauma 
around these conversations and 
are dedicated to offering a pasto- 
ral and hope-filled presentation." 


FRUIT BOWL 

Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave. S, 
Minneapolis 

June 24, 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

All are welcome 
www.facebook.com/rainbowhealth 
This is an all ages, sober, tobacco- 
free event. Hosted by the fabulous 
Mrs. Margie Pederson, enjoy an 
evening of free bowling, kids ac- 
tivities, taco bar, karaoke, prizes, 
a photobooth, and more. Sand 
volleyball begins at 6:30, bowling 
at 6:15. Please RSVP. 


PRIDE BEER DABBLER 
Loring Park, Minneapolis 

June 24, 5:30-9:30 p.m. 

21+ 

www. beerdabbler.com 

The Beer Dabbler craft beer 
festival kicking off Twin Cities 
Pride weekend is back for its fifth 
year. In previous years the festival 
brought together food trucks and 
breweries to craft special pairings. 
With an updated format this year, 
the 50+ participating Minnesota 
breweries will each serve special, 
one-off or infused beers that cele- 
brate and pay homage to the icons 
and advocates from the GLBT 
community, who have played a 
role in bringing awareness and 
progress to critical issues in the 
community like marriage equality 
and transphobia. 


GROWN & SEXY PRIDE 
First Avenue Mainroom, 701 First 
Ave. N, Minneapolis 

June 24, 9:00 p.m. 


--- 


Mark yo ur с 
all-night da 


The talent is incomparable, the 
music is amazing, and all are 
welcome! 


alists and acrobats, and 
urprises around every corner in 
an underwater wonderland! Enig- 
matic and Enticing Entertainment 
are proud to party for a purpose to 
benefit Open Arms of Minnesota! 


PRIDE SOUL FRIDAY 
Icehouse, 2528 Nicollet Ave. S, 
Minneapolis 

June 24, 9:00 p.m. 

$12 in advance/ $15 at the door 
21% 

www.icehousempls.com 

Billed as the "flyest night for 
queer women of color and 
friends," you're invited to come 
out and get your dance on! Featur- 
ing DJ Keezy, DJ Lady L, and DJ 
Sophia (from GRRRL PRTY), 
with special guest performers 
including Alissa Paris, Bdotcroc, 
K.Raydio, and more. 

FLIP PHONE XXL: PRIDE 
Rev Ultralounge, 731 Hennepin 
Ave., Minneapolis 

June 24, 9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
$10-$25 

214 
www.facebook.com/FlipPhone 
Join FlipPhone at Rev Ultralounge 
(underneath Union) for an ulti- 
mate dance party. You won't want 
to miss this. Rev has one of the 
best sound systems in the city! DJ 
Fancy Restaurant will be throwing 
down Rihanna, Nicki Minaj, and 
other hot jams. The evening fan- 
tastic drink specials and appear- 
ances by Naomi Smalls (RuPaul's 
Drag Race season eight), Sunny 
Kiriyama, and Julia Starr. 


PLUNGE INTO PRIDE 

Muse Event Center, 107 3rd Ave. N, 
Minneapolis 

June 24, 9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
$35-$135 

21+ 

www. facebook.com/EnticingEnt 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT THE 
19 BAR 

19 Bar, 19 W 15th St., 
Minneapolis 

June 27-28 
www.facebook.com/The19Bar 
Party with the 19 Bar Pride week- 
end! Located only two blocks from 
Loring Park and never a cover 
charge makes it a great place to 
celebrate! 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT 
EAGLEBOLTBAR - SCORCH 
FIREBALL 2016 
eagleBOLTbar, 515 Washington 
Ave., Minneapolis 

June 24-26 

Events and times vary by day 
www.eagleboltbar.com 

Friday: The best damn happy 
hour in town with 3-for-1s on 
Miller products and rail cocktails. 
Saturday: Bloody Mary Brunch, 
Raging Stallion Studios model 
Aleks Buldocek and Brut from 
American Muscle Hunk followed 
by Bear Night. Sunday: Bloody 
Mary Brunch followed by an “All 
You Can Swallow” Beer Bust and 
showtunes. 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT THE 
SALOON 

The Saloon, 830 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

June 24-26 

Weekend Pass/$50, Sunday 
Pass/$25 

18+ 

www.saloonmn.com 

The party is going on all weekend, 
so visit the website for details. 
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WILL FILL ANYONE WITH 
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* fine burgers, beer & wine * 
RedCowMN.com ` 
] 1e at RedCowMN.con 
NORTHLOOP MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL 


" 393 Selby 
612.238.0050 612 767.4411 651.789.0545 


Enjoy our 
24 Hour Buffet all 
РР Weekend! 


Now serv ТТ LTQUOR. / 


2 FOR 1 HAPPY HOUR 
ON ESPRESSO DRINKS MON-FRI 5-7PM 


Serving Coffee, Bakery & Deli, Espresso = 
1424 Nicollet Avenue e Minneapolis - 
ич. 
fe. 


6 
N 
N 


= Stop in jor à Spiked Shake- 


Visit on Facebook or at 
www.muffintopcafe.com 


A TQI 


COFFEE SHOP 


ш oe M M E в .- M M 
Wu mH Hm Hm Fara anu" 
1428 NICOLLET AVENUE « MINNEAPOLIS 
612-399-МШ (6258) 


Е: 


WWW. THENICOLLETDINER.COM 
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Pizza & Pasta 


Good for АП Scasons HAPPY PRIDE WEEK 


+ EST.1997 ж 


Sunny 
Summer 
Savings Sale 
June 2016 


T McCoys 


Jakeeno' S PUBLIC НООзр 


Pizza & Pasta 
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" 3555 Chicago Аус, S. Ñ ' 
е. Minneapolis 1 > a 

› От 41 *19 57 м и: ^ 
612.825.6821 a ААЙ. hee. Min 


AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD е CRAFT BEERS 
GREAT COCKTAILS • FABULOUS WINE LIST 


ab 


15% Off 4-6 Bottles of Wine* 
20% Off 7-11 Bottles of Wine* 
25% Off 12+ Bottles of Wine* 


LIQUOR 


10% Off 3-5 Bottles of Liquor* 
12% Off 6+ Bottles of Liquor* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


LOCATED.AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
'AMIC 380/-GRAND WAY • ST. LOUIS PARK 
CATERING 952.224.9494 • MCCOYSMN.COM 


612.238.4444 damico.com 


Y/ 


SENIORS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS k ee EVERYDAY 10% off © 
SECTION nas ae ee BER C E 


DELIVERY! 


With Coupon Only! 
Call 612-871-2500 E. | 


5001 34TH AVE. S * MPLS, MN 55417 
ALVENTORESTAURANT.COM 
612-724-3009 


4 COURSE TASTING MENU LOWRY LIQUORS 
DAILY FOR $25 PER PERSON | 1922 Hennepin Ave 
2 722 S | . а 
HAPPY HOUR 4:00-6:00РМ | Minneapolis, MN 55403 
MONDAY - FRIDAY | Ihlwine.com 
Includes $2 Off Apps, $3 Off Pizzas, | 
$2 Off Pints, $8 Specialty Cocktails, | ei А . 
Ж Wine Bottles Visit our sister store: 
— —— eS | H 
HALF PRICE BOTTLES OF WINE | | а Ке SI d e 
d ALL NIGHT SUNDAY AND MONDAY | WI N E 
Announcement includes a photo and up с ATERING BY AL VENTO -- 5 Р | R ITS 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our Hae алы е ee 
online edition for 2 weeks. Italian to the table at your next жоң 1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
For pricing or booking contact 
For more information call не. о т Long Lake, MN 55356 
BEN m Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


61 2-43 6-4698 Free scoop of home made gelato for birthday 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 39 


But be sure to come Sunday, both 
inside and outside bars will be 
open for parade viewing party on 
bleachers, $4 Bloody Marys and 
mimosas, and Pride’s Biggest 
Sunday Block Party. Don’t miss 
Jordin Sparks performing! 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT THE 
GAY 90's 

Gay 90's, 408 Hennepin Ave. S, 
Minneapolis 

June 24-26 

18+ 

www.gay90s.com 

The Ladies of Lafemme are 
performing all weekend, but stop 
in Friday for Tony Moran, voted 
one of the top five LGBT DJs and 
an Annex laser show on Saturday. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 25 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE 
FESTIVAL 

Loring Park, Minneapolis 

June 25-26, 10:00 а.т.-10:00 
p.m. 

Free 

All are welcome 
www.tcpride.org 

The 2016 Twin Cities Pride Fes- 
tival features over 400 exhibitors, 
40 food and beverage booths, 20 
sponsors and 300,000+ visitors 
participating in this free celebra- 
tion of the GLBT community. 


MIX AT LURCAT 

Cafe & Bar Lurcat, 1624 Harmon 
Place, Minneapolis 

June 25, 12:00-10:00 p.m. 
www. facebook.com/CafeBarLur- 
catMpls 

MiX it up all day Saturday at Cafe 
& Bar Lurcat. Enjoy food and drink 
specials while you bop to the Pride 
beats of MiX resident DJs Lenka 
Paris and Shiek. There's no cover 
and Pride-goers will be rocking 
both inside the bar and out on 

the patio. You'll have many food 
options from which to choose and 
they'll be serving up drink specials 
all day courtesy of Absolut. 
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All are welcome 
www. facebook.com/Dragged.Out. 
MN 

Come check out Dragged Out at 
Twin Cities Pride! Bring all your 
family and/or friends as it’s not 
too often Dragged Out is at an all 
ages event! Some of your favorites 
from the cast will be performing: 
Blaze Bordeaux, Damien D’Luxe, 
Xavier, and the host Christina 
Jackson. 


PRIDE SOCIAL POTLUCK 
Town House Bar, 1415 University 
Ave. W, St. Paul 
June 25, 3:00-8:00 p.m. 
www.townhousebar.com 

Stop in at the Town House for 
the Pride Social Potluck before 
you head across the river, or come 
from across the river and join in 
the fun. Lots of activities planned 
for the day including a beer bust, 
games, prizes, music, and a happy 
hour. Stay after the potluck for 
Pride After Dark! 


PRIDE IN CONCERT 

Loring Park, Minneapolis 

June 25, 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

$10 General Admission, $75 VIP 
www. tcpride.org 

The centerpiece of the celebration 
is Saturday’s Pride in Concert 
show, featuring The Pointer 
Sisters, Adore Delano and The 
Phoenix Philosophy. Fireworks 
follow the concert at 10:00 p.m. 
General admission tickets include 
admission to the Beer Garden 

(at any point on Saturday). The 
Beer Garden will be serving 
assorted Budweiser and Coke 
products. VIP is 21+ and includes 
complimentary adult beverages 
and snacks in a tent close to the 
stage. It’s the only place you can 
get vodka in the park. A VIP ticket 
means a separate entry (avoid the 
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Members $20, Nonme 
www.womansclub.org 
The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis 
will be hosting its annual Pride 
Dance with DJ Sheik. View 
fireworks from the fabulous 
rooftop overlooking Loring Park. 
Everyone is welcome. 


Minneapolis 


GRRRL SCOUT SUMMER 
CAMP PRIDE PARTY 

The Cabooze, 917 Cedar Ave., 
Minneapolis, MN 

June 25, 9:00 р.т.-2:00 a.m. 
$12 

21+ 

www.cabooze.com 

Ready to earn those patches? 
Grrrl Scout is gearing up for its 
third annual Pride event, Summer 
Camp. With a strong commitment 
to breaking conformity, Grrrl 
Scout curates a unique array of 
entertainment, partners, and of- 
ferings for each and every event. 
Summer Camp is no different. 
This year they promise to be 
pulling out all the stops with a 
slumber party theme. 


FLIP PHONE XXL: PRIDE 
First Avenue Mainroom, 701 N 
1st Ave., Minneapolis 

June 25, 9:00 р.т.-2:00 a.m. 
$10/Advance, $12/Door 

18+ 

www. facebook.com/FlipPhone 
Flip Phone is taking over the 
largest dance floor in town: the 
legendary First Avenue Mainroom 
for the ultimate Pride party. Pay 
tribute to the most popular Flip 
Phone artists. You'll be dancing 
all night, celebrating Beyoncé, 
Britney Spears, Missy Elliott, 
Lady Gaga, Rihanna, and Katy 
Perry. These amazing ladies have 


ip d'Etat, 2923 Girard Ave., 


June 25, 10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
$5 

www. sweetsoiree.events 

The last Saturday of the month 
means VELVET in Uptown. Get 
down at the swanky, LGBTQ- 
supportive Coup d’Etat, where 

DJ Seven will be laying down the 
sexiest beats from beneath the 
chandeliers. Special guest DJ ap- 
pearances from The Insomniac & 
Jax. Whether you feel like dancing 
or lounging, watching or partak- 
ing, sipping or snacking, you’re 
covered. We're in the sign of 
Cancer! That means VIP! If your 
birthday is between June 21 and 
July 22, you're in for free and get a 
free drink. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 26 


RAINBOW RUN 5K 

Boom Island Park, 724 Sibley St. NE, 
Minneapolis 

June 26 

Registration required 

www. tcpride.org 

Show your Pride by taking part 
in the Twin Cities Pride Rainbow 
Run! Starting at Boom Island 

and ending near Loring Park, the 
route takes runners along Hen- 
nepin Avenue as spectators begin 
to gather for the annual Ashley 
Rukes GLBT Pride Parade. 


PRIDE IN THE SKY: 
PARADE ROOFTOP 
VIEWING PARTY 
Crave, 825 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

June 26 

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
$10 

21+ 
www.craveamerica.com 
Join Flip Phone and OutFront 
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Serving the LGBTQA community for over 30 years! 


Stephen Parker PsyD, LP Steve Burns PhD, LP Debra Klein MSW, LICSW 
651-325-7998 612-990-0649 612-343-1618 


David Shannon MSW, LICSW Rick DuChene MA,LCP Catherine M. Hedberg MA, LP 
507-399-3789 612-839-6105 651-434-3158 


=== 2324 University Ave. W. 
Suite 100 
K laya ди St. Paul, ММ 55114 
ИА Center 651-641-1009 

WWW.NORTHLANDTHERAPYCENTER.COM 
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“HAPPY PRIDE! 
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Go Green and Save Green with a Lab Grown 


grandavenvedental.com 
651.291.9667 


iamond from 


MELISSA J. HOUGHTALING, ESQ. 


г и" 
HOUGHTALING | 


FAMILY LAW К, 
. 810 FOURTH AVE. $., SUITE 5010. y d “ va") 4 
< MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415 12 


|. 612-206-3755 ` 
Oe Learn more at weddingdaydiamonds.com/eco3-diamonds 


Burnsville | Maplewood | Bloomington | Maple Grove | West End | Eden Prairie 


Now Open in St. Cloud and Woodbury! 
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Bitch "М Brunch 


Minnesota to watch the parade 
from the sky. Doors open at 9:00 
a.m. with the parade beginning 
two hours later, but dancing 

goes on all day. Tickets get you 

a free cocktail, a $5 donation to 
OutFront, and non-stop music. To 
reserve a table contact Crave at 
pride@craveamerica.com. 


BUBBLES & BASS 

Union Rooftop , 731 Hennepin 
Ave., Minneapolis 

June 26, 9:00 а.т.-2:00 p.m. 
$10-$50 

21+ 
www.facebook.com/EnticingEnt 


Enigmatic and Enticing Enter- 
tainment are excited to bring an 
elevated Pride brunch to Union 
Rooftop! Watch the Twin Cities 
Pride Parade from a VIP booth, 
or dance under the sunshine 

to the beats of DJ Shiek. Union 
Rooftop will have a large open 
dance floor and up-beat Pride 
party atmosphere with fabulous 
entertainment. Hosted by the leg- 
endary drag queen Lady Vajayjay 
featuring stunning drag queens, 
bubblicious dancers, avante garde 
fashion models, and beautiful 
bubble art to top off the perfect 
Pride parade experience. 
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fun photo opportunities, energetic 
music, and delicious Mexican food 
while watching the Pride Parade, 
and most importantly give back 

to the community. This event is in 
partnership with the United Way 
Arise Project supporting homeless 
youth. 


BITCH ‘N’ BRUNCH 

Seven Restaurant, 700 Hennepin 
Ave. S, Minneapolis 

June 26, 10:00 а.т.-3:00 p.m. 
$10 advance, $15 at the door, 
brunch and bottomless mimosas 
are an additional $15 

www. 7mpls.net 

Join Bitch Flowers and watch the 
2016 Twin Cities Pride parade 
from the fabulous rooftop of the 
Seven Skybar. Enjoy the view from 
the largest rooftop on Hennepin 
Avenue! The location is a great 
indoor spot with floor-to-ceiling 
windows with air conditioned com- 
fort overlooking Hennepin Avenue 
and will also have the parade on 
live television monitors. Featur- 
ing live sets from DJ Attitude 

City (Jeff Dubois) and DJ Moose 
Knuckle (Kris Gigstad). 


ASLEY RUKES GLBT PRIDE 
PARADE 

3rd St. and Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

June 26, 11:00 a.m. 

Free 

All are welcome 

www. tcpride.org 

The 2016 Ashley Rukes GLBT 
Pride Parade will be held, as 
always, along Hennepin Avenue 
in downtown Minneapolis. The 
parade route starts at 3rd and 
Hennepin and ends at Spruce and 
Hennepin. 
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a giant dance hi ор агіу 
ers сап enjoy satellite bars both 
doors and outdoors, bar-front pa- 
tio with gorgeous open-air seating, 
and vodka drink specials and beer 
tubs. Nibble on Lurcat burgers, 
Lurcat chicken sandwiches, fries 
with béarnaise, and of course... 


signature warm sugar cinnamon 
donuts! 


MUSICAL PRESENTATION: 
ONE VOICE MIXED CHORUS 
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, 
519 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis 
June 26, 3:00 p.m. 

Free 

All are welcome 
www.ourcathedral.org 

One Voice Mixed Chorus is Min- 
nesota’s only — and the nation’s 
largest — lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and straight allies 
mixed chorus. Founded in 1988, 
One Voice has been “building 
community and creating social 
change by raising our voices in 
song” for more than 25 years. 


QUEER VOICES: AN LGBT 
READING SERIES 

Intermedia Arts, 2822 Lyndale 
Ave. S, Minneapolis 

June 28, 7:00 p.m. 

$5-25 suggested donation 

www. intermediaarts.org 

Since 2005, Intermedia Arts’ 
Queer Voices reading series has 
been creating a safe space for 
LGBT writers and audiences to 
explore the day-to-day material of 
life without internal or external 
censorship. Curated by John Me- 
deiros and Andrea Jenkins, Queer 
Voices is the longest running 
series of its kind in the nation. B 
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In conversation, Debano exucles the chilb vibes you would 
expect: frank, down-to-earth, ancl totalby awesome. While 
the California native's sounds have matured considerably, 

the process remains the same. 


Singing from a bathtub full of candy hearts, shooting water guns, 
kicking back cans of PBR, and puking glitter all along the way, Adore 
Delano’s music video for “Take Me There” is a reflection of Ше artist’s 
playful and carefree nature. 

Delano described the video as just that, “I told [the producers] I just 
wanted to have fun. They're awesome with ideas and understanding 
me." Adore Delano, also known as Danny Noriega, is no stranger to the 
music business. An American Idol contestant at the age of 18, music was 
a large part of his career long before his first appearance on RuPaul's 
Drag Race. Adore Delano is the best of both worlds, a talented singer and 
a talented drag artist, but most importantly, unapologetically himself. 

Delano's latest album, After Party (2016), released this spring. He 
shared, “Гче grown up a lot since the last album... I'm older, a lot has 
happened." Much like Delano’s Till Death Do Us Party (2014), the album 
is predominantly made up of club bangers, dichotomized by a few more 
down-beat personal tracks. While on a surface level, the new album ap- 
pears best suited for the party zone, Delano also proves himself a tal- 
ented lyricist with songs like “I.C.U.” which Delano describes as “опе of 
the more personal tracks." 

In “I.C.U,” Delano sings: 

Open nights to fluorescent lights and the truth / Frozen in my new-shielded 
skin thanks to you / Honey, I loved the feeling that you gave to my sickly heart / 
You wanted space even though we’re a million miles apart. 

Similarly, a personal favorite, “Better Than the Movies,” has a driving 
beat and sweet words like: 

Live it up and blame our age Young enough to make mistakes Better 
than the movies. 

Overall, the album exudes a youthful energy, a celebration of living 
life in the present. 
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In conversation, Delano exudes the chill vibes you would expect: frank, 
down-to-earth, and totally awesome. While the California native’s sounds 
have matured considerably, the process remains the same. As Delano ex- 
plained, “My method is pretty similar as to before. I live experiences down 
then grab the memory files in my head and create songs out of them.” 

Whatever the process, it’s clearly working. Upon release, After Par- 
ty hit number one on the Billboard Dance/Electronic chart, a proud 
moment for any recording artist, and a historical moment for the legacy 
and legitimacy of drag as an art form. 

This summer, Adore Delano is embarking on the RuPaul’s Battle of 
the Seasons tour, which will take him through the Midwest, Australia, 
Brazil, and the United Kingdom. It’s undoubtedly a lot of travel and a lot 
of personalities, but for Delano it is also a great opportunity to tour his 
music live. Over the course of its eight seasons, it has been interesting 
to see the course that different RuPaul’s Drag Race alums have taken in 
the continuation of their careers post-show. It’s a fast fame that is both 
powerful and elusive. Many have created music, but few have produced 
full albums and even fewer have performed those albums live. 

While he is indeed a drag queen of great proportions, Delano’s music 
speaks to a much wider audience than what you might get from an Alaska 
Thunderfuck, Willam, or Manila Luzon single. In reality, Adore Delano is 
just as much a recording artist as is Kylie Minogue or Katy Perry. There 
is a professionalism, intention, and industry knowledge that, regardless 
of the wigs and the makeup, paints a bright future for Adore Delano. The 
look is killer. The pop music is delicious. The timing is right. This is an 
artist that will continue to thrive in a world that better keep up. 

Be sure to see Adore Delano perform at Twin Cities Pride this year 
with The Pointer Sisters and The Phoenix Philosophy at Pride in Con- 
cert on Saturday, June 25, 2016. More information at www.tcpride.org. Bi 
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“We love having a booth in the park,” Champion enthuses. 
"We use tlus as an outreach Opportunity. We have volunteers 
from the LGBTQ recovery community staff the booth and talk 
about their experiences with recovery and let people know 

aloout our activities. 


We've been told the road to hell is paved with good intentions, but 
all English majors know the road to hell is paved with statistics, and the 
Pride Institute would agree. The Pride Institute tells us that members of 
the GLBTQ community are more likely than non-gays to struggle with al- 
cohol and drug addiction and less likely than non-gays to seek help once 
they do. And the statistics are even more dire when talking about queer 
youth. The problem, ultimately, is a feeling of emotional disconnection 
from others, and this disconnection can drive members of the GLBTQ 
community to drink, literally. Fortunately, this disconnection can be un- 
done by one of Twin Cities Pride's 2016 Community Champions of Pride: 
Out & Sober Minnesota. 

According to its website (www.outandsoberminnesota.org), Out 
& Sober Minnesota is “ап organization dedicated to reconnecting LG- 
BTQ addicts and alcoholics with the community and helping them build 
healthy, clean, and sober networks." The means to that laudable end are 
social events carefully crafted by a volunteer board of directors. The 
whole spectacle might look somewhat frivolous from the outside, but the 
stakes are nothing short of sobriety itself. Kevin Champion, Out & Sober 
Minnesota's board chair, insists, “It is important for people in recovery 
to build a network of sober friends and have fun." 

Fun serves as Out & Sober Minnesota's core, but the group came 
into being to address a dreadful problem that first reared its head in 
the era of MTV and Ronald Reagan. “Іп 1984, many twelve-step recov- 
ery groups did not accept LGBTQ people," Champion recalls. So in 
that year, the Twin Cities Gay and Lesbian Roundup was born; it was 
intended as safe haven for GLBTQ addicts who had been deflected by 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

In 1998, a parallel group, GLBT in AA, came into being “о help plan 
for the International Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous which was 
held in Minneapolis in the year 2000," according to Champion. After 
multiple permutations, this group melded with its predecessor and took 
on the current name Out & Sober Minnesota, as a signal that people 
suffering under any addiction, not just alcoholism, were welcome. "This 
change was part of an effort to make the organization more inclusive," 
Champion asserts. “We want to make sure that all people in our commu- 
nity are included, not just those who identify as GLBT." 

'This inclusion becomes obvious to members who engage in Out & 
Sober Minnesota's social events, which run the full gamut of yin and 
yang. Recent examples are a meditation workshop (an introduction to 
the inner workings of inner peace), snow-tubing (an introduction to the 
outer workings of winter gravity), and Spring Fling (an event designed to 
match sponsors with sponsees via an unlikely Dating Game format). "If 
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people do not have fun, make friends, or feel like they are part of some- 
thing, itis hard to maintain long term recovery," Champion assures. 

That’s not just ivory tower theory of which the chair speaks; inciden- 
tally, it's hard-won experience that makes Champion's involvement with 
Out & Sober Minnesota so personal. "When I entered recovery, I had 
one sober friend," Champion explains. “І started volunteering with Out 
& Sober Minnesota and gradually built connections and made friends. 
People who are new to recovery are faced with the challenge of social- 
izing, making friends, and having fun without the aid of substances." 

One of the happy side effects of these sundry, substance-free excur- 
sions is that they do away with certain preconceptions about the recov- 
ery community and its members. "There is a belief that many recovering 
addicts and alcoholics have that if they do not use substances, they can- 
not have fun and make friends," Champion observes. "This belief is espe- 
cially true іп the LGBTQ community, but we are a very social people." In 
further describing Out & Sober Minnesota, the Chairman adds, “We are 
not a twelve-step group. We support all forms of recovery." 

That support will be on full display with Out & Sober Minnesota's 
participation in this year's Pride festival. Reports Champion, "This is 
our second year as participants in the Pride parade as well as the Pride 
festival. This has become one of our biggest events." In fact, Pride repre- 
sents a kind of meta-event that allows Out & Sober Minnesota to discuss 
its other events with the general public. 

^We love having a booth in the park," Champion enthuses. “Ме use 
this as an outreach opportunity. We have volunteers from the LGBTQ 
recovery community staff the booth and talk about their experiences 
with recovery and let people know about our activities. One of our goals 
is to reach out to all members of the LGBTQ recovery community, or 
those considering recovery, and let them know they are welcome here." 
In other words, Out & Sober Minnesota's outreach represents another 
form of reconnection. 

And the reconnection will manifest in one final way when members 
walk a road very different than the one that brought them there, that of 
the Pride parade route. ^We love the fact the members of the LGBTQ 
recovery community come out to march with us in the parade to show 
their sober pride," says the Chairman. *We want people in the LGBTQ 
community at large to know that if they choose to stop using drugs and 
alcohol, they can have just as much fun — maybe more — in our vibrant 
recovery community." Ultimately, the key is bringing people together. 
Champion concludes, “There is a quote by Johann Hari that reads, ‘The 
opposite of addiction is not sobriety, the opposite of addiction is human 
connection.’ This is why we do what we do." m 
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RIDE REVIEW 


BY RANDY STERN 
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2016 Dodge Charger 
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Over the years, I have openly admitted 
having a soft spot for certain automobiles. 

I understand the consequences of mak- 
ing this known publicly. It may challenge my 
credibility as a journalist. It may peg me as а 
writer with no backbone. This is why I cor- 
rectly do not identify myself as a journalist. 

Why should I explain myself again? It is 
because this job puts a huge spotlight that 
burns too hot for us to put ourselves in pre- 


carious situations. There is a risk in walking 
on the plank between presentation, words, 
and personality. I love this work, but there 
are moments when we forget the responsibil- 
ity we have to you. 

In this case, it is all about a car. 

In the current history of this work, there 
had been one automobile that tripped my 
trigger. It resides inside a soft part of my 
heart. Upon the occasion of Pride weekend 


here in the Twin Cities, I felt compelled to 
discuss it a bit further. 

Which leads me to consider the follow- 
ing: How can I objectively review something 
like the 2016 Dodge Charger R/T Scat Pack? 
Many of my colleagues have with varying re- 
sults. We can all agree that the 392 HEMI’s 
power is intoxicating, the exhaust is loud and 
brash, it is a comfortable and smooth place 
to be and the paint job is fabulous. However, 
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Ше story is not just an objective review. It is 
beyond that. 

It is about happiness...and the pursuit 
thereof. 

Happiness usually comes from positive 
stimuli. If you face the Charger R/T Scat 
Pack and its SRT nose, you get an angry 
scowl. Yet, this angry face makes the R/T 
Scat Pack (and its SRT brethren) unique in 
its way to strike fear or engage with its fans. 
It is like a lion: you could tame it, but why 
bother? It will strike fear, even if it is tame. 

The Charger’s overall look has always 
been that link between its famous past and 
the needs of today. The four-door sedan has a 
silhouette that does trace back to 1968. With 
the mid-cycle refreshes from the last model 
year, the three-dimensional look replete with 
wide “track” taillights cast a looming shadow 
upon anything or anyone that it encounters. 
This is exactly what the Charger should al- 
ways be: an imposing and formidable force 
upon the land. 

If one phrase can sum up its overall de- 
sign, it would be: “Just look at it.” Granted, it 
is not everyone’s cup of tea, but one cannot 
ignore a Plum Crazy, SRT-powered Mopar 
machine. That is what makes me very happy. 

The interior is very appropriate. The seat- 
ing is cloth, adorned with a silver Bee on the 
seatback. They are bolstered enough for my 
big body to settle in behind the wheel. We 
did get five adults inside, even with the huge 
driveshaft tunnel right down the middle. The 
instrumentation is great, including the cus- 
tomizable TFT screen in-between the two 
dials. The UConnect 8.4-inch touchscreen 
is one of my favorite pieces of the Charger, 
which includes access to mobile apps and 
the Performance Pages. This model featured 
Garmin-based navigation, which is clear and 
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precise, especially with directions. 

The trunk opens high to access the 16.5 
cubic feet of space. The rear seats do fold 
down for longer pieces of cargo. It may not 
be the sexiest part of the Charger, but it will 
come in handy when doing things. For ex- 
ample, transporting stuff to detail the car. Or, 
running away from home... 

As I said earlier, the 392 HEMI V8 offers 
intoxicating power. That sound and fury of 
the exhaust alone reminds you that there’s 
485 horses underneath that hood ready to be 
unleashed. It is one of the few engines around 
that stirs my soul. You hear it, but you certain- 
ly do not feel it. It is bolted on tight, spewing 
smooth power at a high volume. Acceleration 
is quick, but it cruises extremely well. 

Connected to the 392 HEMI is the ZF- 
designed 8HP70 eight-speed automatic. 
Smooth shifts enable the power of the V8 
to be tapped at very low revs. You can put 
your foot down and it will reach the red line. 
A lighter throttle keeps up shifts tapped at an 
average of 2,500 RPM. The R/T Scat Pack is 
only available with rear-wheel drive — as a 
proper muscle car should be. 

Filling it up with Premium fuel, I man- 
aged a fuel economy average of 18.9 MPG. 
Let’s be honest...do you really buy a Charger 
R/T Scat Pack for fuel efficiency? 

A performance-tuned independent front 
suspension is complemented by a five-link 
independent rear set-up. This provided a 
combined experience that enabled great cor- 
nering and а very smooth ride. I also like the 
steering, which is balanced in Normal drive 
mode. I get a decent turning radius, but the 
on-road and on-center feel is quite good. If 
you switch the drive mode to Sport, things 
get a little tighter and heavier. One word 
of caution: switching to Sport turns off the 


traction control. This may be great, if you’re 
the fearless type; however, I like being in 
control...so, I would rather have the traction 
control on. 

Brembo takes care of the calipers and 
braking power, yet the discs seem a bit small 
for the job of stopping a 4,395-pound car. For 
the record, the vented and slotted discs are 
14.2 inches up front and 13.8 inches at rear, 
contrasting against the set of 20-inch wheels. 
Stopping power is actually quite good in both 
normal and panic situations. A set of Good- 
year Eagle RS-A 2 tires are shod on the big 
alloy wheels. They grip OK, but I would even 
venture to switch them to even grippier rub- 
ber. My choice would be a set of Michelin 
Pilot Super Sports, but that’s just me. 

You can get a standard 2016 Dodge Char- 
ger SE with the Pentastar V6 for a starting 
price of $27,995. Chargers also come in 
SXT, R/T, and SRT. This Plum Crazy R/T 
Scat Pack tester came with a sticker price of 
$41,685. 

To sum up: I truly love this car. It con- 
tinues to trip all of my triggers in terms of 
performance, driving experience, and other 
intangible traits that make this car a standout 
among others. 

However, I did feel some pressure and 
stress from the people who have experienced 
this Charger with me. Do I need to do a burn- 
out? No...and I did not. Do I have to ratchet 
the car beyond the speed limit? The problem 
with a car like this is that it wants to go fast. 
The Charger eggs you on to reach limits that 
can threaten your driving privileges. For 
some, this is a good problem to have. 

Still, that Plum Crazy color is a soothing 
one. It is Pride wrapped up in a Plum Crazy 
package. That alone is happiness in a nut- 
shell. m 


YGUHAVEA ОЙЛОР ЕНЕ ног 


мо 


meme at Borton Volvo we PRIDE ШЕ Ve s 
- (m 6150 о Ста ALOS 
-THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS 


HAPPY PRIDE! 


pe 


BORTON VOLVO ' BORTONVOLVO.COM 
GOLDEN VALLEY 612-821-2700 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 59 


OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


On Bea Arthur and 
Men in Underpants 


Confession: lately, I’ve been spending a lot of time looking at men 
in their underpants. 

It all began when I was searching for news on Bea Arthur. Al- 
though she died several years ago, she’s still making headlines today. 
Granted, most of these headlines are written by fanboys debating 
whether she will best be remembered as Vera Charles, the drunken 
sidekick in Mame, or as Maude. And there are entire websites dedi- 
cated to the vagaries of her relationship with The Golden Girls costar 
Betty White. 

The mere thought of Bea Arthur just sent me on a Google spree. 
I will get back to men in underpants soon, but first I need to share a 
few delectable Bea tidbits that I just unearthed: 

e After reading a comment in TV Guide from a disgruntled Iowa 
housewife who said that Bea’s character wasn’t as interesting 
as the other women on The Golden Girls, Bea called the woman 
and said, “This is Bea Arthur, and I want to talk to you about 
what you said in TV Guide.” The housewife was horrified. She 
said she was misquoted. “I didn’t mean it. Is it really you? I love 
the show. I take it back.” And Bea responded, “That’s what I 
thought. Okay, that’s better.” 

Bea and her Mame co-star Angela Lansbury were spotted at- 
tending the movie The Opposite of Sex together. Two gay men 
sat behind them and reported: “They were laughing at the dirti- 
est stuff in that movie. We were like, ‘Who drove? How many 
cocktails did they have on the way over?” 

Singer Rufus Wainwright once summoned the nerve to ap- 
proach Bea. He said, “I’m sure you hear this all the time, but I 
was going through a rough patch and The Golden Girls brought 
me so much entertainment and comfort. It really helped me get 


through the bad spell. You’re so wonderful. You made me feel 
like you’re my grandmother.” To which she responded, “I’m not 
your fucking grandmother.” Then she belched and walked off. 

God, I love her! 

But, now, back to men in underpants. My appetite for all-things- 
Bea led me to a message board powered by the most deliciously catty 
gay men. It is a treasure trove of baseless rumor and innuendo on 
long-dead divas forgotten by everyone but gentlemen of a certain 
age and me. 

I am a gay man in every critical sense, with the small exception 
that I don’t like to sleep with men. I have nothing specific against 
penises. I consider them to be like entertaining, foreign chaps with 
fiery temperaments that are perfectly amusing until they try to shove 
their opinions down your throat. 

So, I’m confused by the fact that lately I find myself turning my atten- 
tion to discussion areas that focus on men in their underpants, which, 
along with gossip about dead movie stars, is a particular focus of the 
message board. The strangest thing is that I don't find the images titil- 
lating at all. In fact, Pm usually focused on what's happening in the back- 
ground of the image, rather than the main show in the foreground. 

Just this morning, I spent an hour reading comments dissecting 
a recent selfie by Justin Bieber. In this picture, the singer is wearing 
briefs and grabbing his crotch in what appears to be a messy hotel 
suite. I was really disturbed by the fact that he would take a selfie 
with a pile of dirty towels on his floor. 

I'm struggling to wrap this column up in a neat bow that puts this 
nonsense in some bigger context. So I'm going to skip that. Maybe it's 
just fine to obsess about Bea Arthur and men in underpants and not 
worry about how that fits in the broad scope of human existence. B 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff 
that cares! Meeting Space with a gender 
neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, 
Minneapolis. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent 
references. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, 
flexible schedules in Minneapolis. Call 
Terry: (612) 834-4887, thecleaningguy99(a 
gmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, 
(612) 746-0508. 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer ^ Johnson, Blessed 
Harmony Spiritual. Ordained minister, 
wedding and event planning, premarital 
planning, Flower of Life Meditational 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS, LLC. 
Investigations and Protective Services 
provided to corporations, insurance 
companies, and private individuals. 
We're a great asset to HR and the 
insurance industry! Licensed, bonded 
and insured in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
www.authenticinvestigations.com, 
(612) 871-7244. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? 


RELOCATING? 
Instant Access to Minneapolis & Nation's 
Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (8 (612) 306-6323. 


VACATION RENTALS 


Lake Superior Waterfront Vacation Rental. 
Spacious studio with separate entrance and 
bath in a private home. Great amenities! 
15 miles from Bayfield. Beach. Visit: www. 
keithscabin.com for more information. 


Workshops. (715) 


475-8268, | www. 


blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ADDICITION INFO & TREATMENT 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 


Take the 1st step & call 
the nation's 164, exclusive, 
ГСВТО + treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. 


PRI 
INSTITU 
952-934-7554 = 


ATTORNEYS 


Wills and Estates, Trusts, 
Pet Trusts 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 
union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Acc 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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LaMettry's ' 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


DERMATOLOGY 


uptownoski 
SKinspa 
dermatology С РЯ 
Education 
Experience 
Excellence 
... With a smile. 


Healthy Skin, "5 a 
Beautiful Thing! 


Jaime Davis, MD 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send cover letter & resume to: barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


ClearWay Minnesota Seeks Board 
Candidates 


ClearWay Minnesota?" is an independent nonprofit 
organization that enhances life for all Minnesotans by 
reducing tobacco use and exposure to secondhand 
smoke. Іп 1998, we were entrusted by the Ramsey 
County District Court with administering, over a period 
of 25 years, $202 million of the settlement Minnesota 
received from tobacco companies. 


At ClearWay Minnesota, we are working to change 
Minnesota in ways that have a lasting, tangible impact on 
the lives and health of Minnesotans by 2023, the end of 
our lifespan. 


ClearWay Minnesota? is seeking candidates for our 
Board of Directors. ClearWay Minnesota is committed to 
expanding racial/ethnic and geographic diversity among 
its Board of Directors. Applicants from Minnesota's 
diverse communities and/or from greater Minnesota are 
particularly welcome. The Board is also seeking 
candidates with previous Board experience and 
significant leadership experience. Board terms are three 
years. Board Members serve without compensation. 
Qualified candidates must be clear of any conflicts of 
interest with ClearWay Minnesota vendors, grantees or 
contractors and must not have any affiliations with the 
tobacco industry or related trade associations within the 
last 10 years. 


Please submit applications and resume to Amy 
Henderson at ClearWay Minnesota by July 15. 


For an application visit our website 
www.clearwaymn.org/board-openings 
or email ahenderson@clearwaymn.org. 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 


(612) 460-7355 
Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com 


Objective advice instead of 
commission-based sales 


FLORISTS 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
*Training courses 
Robbinsdale, MN . 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


rw М 
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612.870.4081|shelterarchitecture.com 
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HOMECARE 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS + TILING * PLASTERING 

BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 

TODD OR LEE 

612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


612-205-5618 


Pro Home Renovating 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


651-188-1808 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


construction 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency 


61 2-838-SNAP (7827) 


Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


ICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


#takepride in Your Home 
Free Exterior Design Consultation 


952-920-9520 


.trinityexteriorsinc.com 


ew» State Farm 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 


А FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 

Free Phone Consultation 


(651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214“ Roseville, MN 55113 
jehildstherapy@gmail.com 


BANKER G 
BURNET 


Making Dreams Соте Home?" 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


Ы 4 < 
1518 22ND STREET, MINNEAPOLIS ~: | 
Fabulous Art Deco Mission home! Риге іп architectural design with 
exquisite finishes. Exceptional interior and exterior spaces. Perfectly 
designed for entertaining. Just one block to Lake of the Isles, short 
walk to Uptown, and minutes to downtown. WOW! 
PATTI OAKES 612-309-7876 
PROAKES@CBBBURNET.COM | THEOAKESGROUP.COM qm 


LOOKING FOR UNIQUE? THIS 5 IT! 


Original 1906 bank building converted into a residence, but could be 
retail, artist loft or commercial use! Call me for a private showing. 
Maple Plain • $319,900 


Jim Rettinger, CRS 952-250-2268 «сын 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 


MN ADOPT 

Finding families for Minnesota’s 
Waiting Children, providing pre/post 
adoption services to all Minnesota 
adoptive families. 

777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 

www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

404 S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 Е. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, Statewide: 
(800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 М. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion located 
just south of downtown Minneapolis 
for private or corporate entertaining. 
2115 Stevens Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 870-1662 
www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 


Quatrefoil Library 
Your GLBT Library with stacks of 


DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 


out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 
JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 5. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 


Visit Duluth 


inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 


Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 


519 Oak Grove St. events. 
Minneapolis, MN 21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
(612) 870-7800 Duluth, MN 


(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all people. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get Together" 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 
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OUR VOICES 


AT LARGE | BY JOHN MARK 


ign Turnover 


My work history is a running joke among my friends, particularly 
from the age of 19 to 24. You could say I've lived a colorful life. I worked a 
total of ten jobs in my early 20s. Judge me not. Surprisingly, I have never 
been fired. It’s worth mentioning that I also have moved around a lot. In 
no particular order here lies my gauntlet of employment... 

1. WATCH SALESMAN 

(Buy My Junk) 

The Job: Selling watches out of Swatch’s flagship store on 5th Av- 
enue in Manhattan. Wear black pants and a black t-shirt. Remind every- 
one who walks in that these babies are water resistant, shock resistant, 
and come with a two-year warranty. Highlights include cliché statements 
from management on reaching sales goals and sarcastic co-workers. 
How Long I Lasted: Four months. Only because they were so flexible 
with my schedule. What I Learned: How to convince people to buy 
something they don’t need. 

2. TCF STADIUM SECURITY 

(You Can't Sit Here) 

The Job: Guarding the entrance to the student section during football 
games so that people without student section tickets may not enter. How 
Long I Lasted: One terrible day. What I Learned: Any job requiring you 
to interact with a mass of drunk college students is not worth it. 

3. HIGH-END BRAND AMBASSADOR 

(The Champagne is Flowing) 

The Job: Executing product demonstrations, catering, and guest 
services for high-end clients like Swarovski, Samsung, Fujifilm, Chanel, 
Google, Virgin Mobile, Condé Nast, Wired magazine, Delta, and many 
others in Manhattan’s finest residences and venues. A lot of private par- 
ties and a lot of product launch events. How Long I Lasted: Three years 
freelancing six to fourteen days a month. What I Learned: How to serve 
fine dining. That it takes a village of wealthy people to support a corpora- 
tion. There’s a lot of money to be made in private high-end events. Show- 
ing up in clean pressed clothes, speaking confidently, and smiling a lot 
does not always come effortlessly when life gives you lemons. 

4, FEATURES EDITOR 

(We’d Love to Feature You) 

The Job: Writing and producing editorial content for a high-end art and 
fashion magazine. I did my best to advocate for more queer features on 
our pages. Thankfully, my supervising editor was receptive and supportive 
of this pursuit. While I was focused on writing and producing a finessed 
product for the magazine, what I didn’t realize at the time was how much 
these individuals would teach me about myself. How Long I Lasted: Part- 
time for two years. What I Learned: I learned from my features that be- 
ing unique, weird, and different can lead to great things. I learned, after 
covering it for three seasons, that New York Fashion Week is not that cool 
and has become more of a media circus than a means for merchandising 
fashion. I learned how to craft persuasive emails. I also learned that the key 
to a celebrity's heart is vulnerability, respect, and transparency. 

5. LATIN RESTAURANT WAIT ASSISTANT 

(More Water on 32) 

'The Job: Wait assisting at the now-closed Nicollet mall restaurant, 
Masa, a brain child of the D'Amico & Sons family, came with high lunch 
traffic and an expensive dinner menu. The manager, Michelle Jensen, was 
an incredible joy to work under. How Long I Lasted: Five months. What 


I Learned: Time flies when your job is chaos. Any job becomes easier with 
reliable and consistent access to hot coffee. There is a special kind of satis- 
faction that comes with being able to leave each day with cash tips in hand. 
Looking busy is more important than being busy. Be nice to your server. 

6. WARDROBE STYLIST 

(Please Don't Let it Touch the Ground) 

The Job: Running garment bags around town. Making sure things 
don't get dirty. Dressing models and actors. Bringing life to the vision of 
the photographer or director you are working for. How Long I Lasted: 
One year. What I Learned: Wardrobe styling involves a lot of running 
around. Everyone has an opinion about fashion. Working in wardrobe 
on a feature film means you won't sleep. Friendship and trust with show- 
rooms and boutiques is like gold. 

7. MODEL/ACTOR 

(Hi, I’m John Mark, I’m 6'2"...) 

The Job: It's not a real job. More like a hustle. Highlights included 
some work for Best Buy, Target, Panasonic, Adidas, New York Fash- 
ion Week, as well as paid contracts in Shanghai. Lowlights include the 
humility and resilience needed, to be told “по” 500 times. How Long 
I Lasted: An irregular love/hate relationship lasting seven years, full- 
time for one. What I Learned: Modeling is a great way to travel for 
free, but it comes with a lot of working for free. I also learned that being 
a model in Asia is way easier and way more fun. 

8. DATA ENTRY 

(Is This the Last Pile?) 

The Job: Entering file info at the mortgage loan office at which my 
mother worked. How Long I Lasted: Six days. What I Learned: Data 
entry is not for creative types. Purchasing a home comes with a lot of 
paperwork. 

9. FRENCH RESTAURANT BUSBOY 

(Table 12 Needs a Punch in the Face) 

The Job: Bussing and wait assisting at a new French restaurant 
located in what was once Manhattan's historic Limelight. The build- 
ing held great notoriety in the '80s as a playground for Andy Warhol, 
a community for club kids, and a zenith for the popular consumption of 
ecstasy. The French restaurant was a pricy and less exciting purgatory 
of poor service, disrespectful management, and disorganized opera- 
tions. The best part of this job was the beauty and energy of the building 
and the staff shift meal at four. How Long I Lasted: Four weeks. After 
nearly a month of emotionally abusive management, late paychecks, and 
dishonest tip-outs, I sat in the liquor freezer with another bus boy and 
shared a bottle of Patrón tequila before walking out mid-way through 
a shift, never to return. What I Learned: There are few things more 
intense than the high-end restaurant scene in Manhattan, but there is no 
excuse for name-calling in the workplace. 

10. CHOREOGRAPHER 

(1 Love What I Do) 

Тһе Job: Creating dances for theaters, schools, music videos, and 
special events. How Long I Lasted: Professionally, started three years 
ago and still kicking. What I Learned: Ask for what you are worth. 
Above all, respect your dancers' time and energy. Don't be afraid to 
create movement that's a little outside the box. Understand that people 
are looking to be entertained. Moving your body is never a bad idea. m 
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